COMMENTARY

When Mrs. Sai Usha met me to give me a copy of her manuscript
for this book entitled HOLY MISSION, DIVINE VISION, my first
impression was that she was being perhaps over-enthusiastic about
writing a book on a subject like this. I felt that, as a sincere devotee of
Shri Sathya Sai, she could derive greater spiritual satisfaction by
confining herself to meditation and prayers instead of attempting to
write a book on a spiritual subject for which readership may be scarce
anyway, besides taking the risk of developing an intellectual ego which
may actually retard spiritual progress 'Satvaaahantaa mahaa-ahantaa
bidder drishtishu aatmaraktih'. However, after hearing her further
and going through her manuscript, I have been convinced that her urge
to write this book is not due to an intellectual ego drive but due to a
passionate devotional drive to share one's spiritual sentiments with fellow
devotees, being instigated by the merciful Grace of Satya Sai Himself.
This is seen clearly in the simplicity and fluency of her presentation,
confined to ideas only of direct value especially to women and youth -
caught helplessy in the stresses of an age driven by a heartlessly
avaricious commerce and a thoughtlessly competitive industry striding
mercilessly over the international boundaries of an ever shrinking world.
The organisation of her book in the form of the discourses of a learned
sage for the benefit of some young aspirants, who seek a relatively
brief and simple summary of ethical values of purely spiritual basis,
devoid of superstitious or obscurantist overlays, is indeed a clever mode
which suits the purpose of the work very well and allows her to dwell
only on those topics which may be of direct interest to ordinary folk,
without in-depth learning of any religion or philosophy. I have, therefore,
no hesitation in commending this book for perusal, especially by the
women and youth of this country who are looking for a simple exposition
of the rather complex national philosophy of India, namely yoga. Even
the simplest of yogas, namely Karma Yoga, calls for the careful
distinction between karma and akarma on the one hand and karma
and Vikarma on the other, a process refered to as difficult, by Bhagawan
Himself in the Gita. However, Mrs.Sai Usha's writing of this book and
publishing it itself is a demonstration si karma yoga in action, as per
the Lord's simple dictat: 'Karmanyeva adhikaraste" which, in other